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Parameter Argentina Brasil

Regulatory framework or 

specific legislation

Regulatory framework (1991) supplemented by 

resolutions and provisions

Biosafety Law (1995, updated in 2005), supplemented 

by resolutions

Which agency evaluates

approval requests?

• CONABIA (environmental assessment)

• SENASA (alimentary aptitude)

• SSMA (comercial assessment)

• CTNBio (environmental and alimentary aptitude)

• CIBio (socioeconomic assessment)

Who makes the final 

decision?

Subsecretary of Food, Bioeconomy and Regional 

Development
CTNBio

Does it require studies 

carried out in the country?
No Yes, agrophenotypic

Does it adhere to the 

principles of the Codex 

Alimentarius?

Yes Yes

Type of approval issued
• Commercial release for all use

• FFP

• Commercial release for all use

• Just for consume

Approval order validity Indefinite (with the possibility of being revoked) Indefinite (with the possibility of being revoked)

Does it request 

registration of new 

varieties?

Yes Yes

Commercial profile in 

terms of products derived 

from GM crops

Exporter Exporter

Similar regulatory systems
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Objectives

1. This Memorandum of Understanding aims at strengthening collaboration in science, technology and innovation, 

particularly in biosafety of modern biotechnology products, including Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO) and 

GMO risk assessment, understanding GMO biosafety and risk assessment. GMO risk assessment of the impact on 

agroecosystems in relation to the conventional product and assessment of food safety and human and animal 

health.

2. Promote the exchange of scientific information related to biosafety and risk assessment of GMOs and other products 

of modern biotechnology.

3. Jointly establish procedures that reduce costs, time and allow the establishment of common procedures, as well as 

analyze the possibility of harmonizing norms for the biosafety assessment of modern biotechnology products aimed 

at the agricultural sectors, in line with the specific legislation of each Party.

4. The Parties may agree to identify other areas for joint activities in fields other than those mentioned in item 1 of this 

Memorandum of Understanding, provided they are related to the biosafety of modern biotechnology products.

5. Promote the exchange of information related to the regulatory approach and regulatory differentiation in relation to 

products derived from New Improvement Techniques (NBT).

Agreement between countries for Agricultiral Biotechnology
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